WATERLOO’S
ECOSYSTEM IS
BUILT TO DRIVE
DISRUPTION
WATERLOO: AN ECOSYSTEM OF DYNAMIC COLLABORATION
Waterloo is a collaborative ecosystem where top talent, academic institutions, incubators, hubs and
150+ research centres work together to create a dynamic approach to solving real-world problems.

ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS
72,000+ students from three internationally recognized
post-secondary institutions feed the Waterloo ecosystem
with top talent and world-leading co-op programs.

INCUBATORS
With the second highest start-up density in North America,
our incubators create an innovative atmosphere and provide
crucial funding for start-ups to scale-ups.

WATERLOO’S
ECOSYSTEM

HUBS
Hubs are the asset that brings everything together,
allowing talent to access the research, technology,
funding and creative space to make an impact.

RESEARCH FACILITIES
With 150+ research centres pushing the boundaries on real-world
problems, ground-breaking research and data drives innovation in
Waterloo.

Looking to locate, relocate or expand?

WATERLOO’S ECOSYSTEM

INDUSTRY SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS
ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS

INCUBATORS

HUBS

RESEARCH FACILITIES

University of Waterloo

Accelerator Centre

Communitech

Perimeter Institute

Canada’s top innovation
university is a research
powerhouse and the
engine of one of the
world’s leading startup
ecosystems.

Award-winning start-up
accelerator dedicated
to building and scaling
sustainable, globally
competitive companies.

A public-private
innovation hub that
supports a community
of more than 1400 tech
companies.

World’s largest hub
for theoretical physics
research, training and
educational outreach.

Wilfrid Laurier
University (WLU)

Velocity
The world’s largest free
start-up incubator and
a central part of the
University of Waterloo’s
entrepreneurship
programming.

Communitech
Data Hub

Combines academic
excellence with an
outstanding student
experience, and is
home to Canada’s
largest business
co-op program.

Conestoga College
Leader in polytechnic
education and is one of
Ontario’s fastest
growing colleges.

Launchpad
WLU’s incubator
provides support,
mentorship and
resources to startups,
including work space
and special funding
opportunities.

Brings together key
players to revolutionize
the way we leverage
data.

Catalyst137
World’s largest
internet of things (IoT)
manufacturing space.

Institute for Quantum
Computing (IQC)
A scientific research
institute harnessing the
quantum laws of nature
to develop powerful new
technologies.

Waterloo Centre for
Automotive Research
(WatCAR)
From autonomous
driving to active safety,
WatCAR is Canada’s
largest university-based
automotive research
centre.

ADDITIONAL INDUSTRY SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS

Waterloo Artificial
Intelligence Institute

Quantum
Valley
Investments

Centre for
Smart
Manufacturing

Institute for
Food Processing

waterlooedc.ca
info@waterlooedc.ca

Lazaridis Institute for
the Management of
Technology Enterprises

Telephone: 519.747.2541
Toll Free: 1.866.233.5133

/WaterlooEDC
@WaterlooEDC

Waterloo Region Economic Development Corporation – 151 Charles St. W., Suite 100, Kitchener, ON, N2G 1H6, Canada
These are guidelines only, we strongly advise that you
contact the appropriate specialist in these areas.
Exchange rates displayed are based on $1.32 USD to CAD.

Waterloo EDC is the operating name of Waterloo
Region Economic Development Corporation. When
referenced, Waterloo refers to Waterloo Region.

NOTE: Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the
information in this publication at the time of writing, however, the
programs referred to and the data cited are subject to change. All
figures are in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted.

